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November 4, 2016 

Honorable Marqueece Harris-Dawson 
200 N. Spring St., Room 450 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

It is with great enthusiasm that I apply for the Policy Deputy position with Los Angeles Council District Eight. I 
am deeply passionate about effecting change in the City of Los Angeles and I strongly believe that my 
multitude of experiences will be instrumental as a policy deputy and public servant. 

My passion for civil rights, community development, and social justice have led me to a variety of work and 
volunteer experiences. Once I graduated from UCLA, I worked as the Executive Director for the Long Beach 
branch of the National Advancement for the Association of Colored People. I then began working as a corps 
member for City Year Los Angeles in Watts to provide wrap-around services to combat the effects of poverty. 
At Markham Middle School, I worked intensively to support and improve their attendance, behavior, and 
ultimately their academics. It was my responsibility to navigate through resources and link my students to 
adequate community support systems. I quickly realized that one-on-one emotional-social work was essential 
for underserved communities, but true lasting impact comes from legislative power and policy change. 

Determined to enter the policy space, I interned with the Los Angeles Mayor's Office of International Trade. I 
coordinated Mayor Garcetti's Trade Mission to Asia and learned about the intersection between economic 
development, international business, and local government. I was then recruited to the role of Griffith Park 
Field Deputy with Councilmember Tom LaBonge of District Four. My casework included collaborating on and 
implementing projects with the Los Angeles Korean-American community. City of Los Angeles Recreation and 
Parks Department, Department of Water and Power, Griffith Observatory, Paramount Studios, as well as the 
Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens. All these experiences eventually led me deepen my expertise at the 
University of Southern California Price School of Public Policy for my Master of Public Administration. 
Currently, I am working on a partnership called "Greetings from East Los Angeles" in conjunction with East Los 
Angeles Renaissance Academy and USC Price. I empower young high school students with planning and policy 
skills that they can use to advocate for their communities. I believe that my diverse experience, education, and 
my passion for an equitable Los Angeles make me a strong candidate for the position of policy deputy. 

Although the accompanying resume illustrates my background, I feel an interview would better demonstrate 
my skill set. Please contact me via email at leslies@usc.edu, or by voice at 562-714-4319, to arrange a 
convenient time once you begin your interviews. I look forward to hearing from you. 

-Leslie Shim 


Resume enclosed. 



